
Business Etiquette at Chinese Meals & Banquets

Meals and Banquets are excellent opportunities opportunity to discuss
business topics and to introduce new initiatives with your Chinese
counterparts. The following are some tips that will enhance your success
at these events.

-Learn to use chopsticks
-Wait for your host to seat you; it is considered unacceptable to
position yourself at a table
-Leave some food on your plate; otherwise it will be refilled by your
host
-Take part in all “Ghan Bai” (Dry Cup) toasts
-Chinese meals contain many courses, always leave room for more
-Birds and fish are served with the head, expect this
-Avoid inserting your chopsticks in your rice and leaving them there,
this signifies death
-These table behaviors are acceptable in China
● Using a toothpick at the table
● Spitting bones on a plate
● Making noises while eating
● Putting elbows on table
● Reaching across the table for food
● Smoking during a meal
● Picking up a bowl of rice to one’s mouth
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